PARIS—CROSSING THE MARNE	91
A chance of dealing a decisive blow against the
British Army was now no longer to be hoped for, and
it was therefore decided to move the two corps on the
left wing, the III. and IX.? in the general direction
of Chateau Thierry against the flank of the French
retreating from Braisne-Fismes on Chateau Thierry
-Dormans in front of the Second Army.
In co-operation with the Second Army it might be
possible to damage the French western flank very con-
siderably. The First Army by its deep formation was
in a position both to cover the flank and rear of such an
attack and also to hold in check the garrison of Paris
and the British.
Besides reports on the fighting east of Senlis the
following also came in on the 2nd September: es Strong
enemy columns in retreat, about 11 a.m.? from Braisne
through Fere-en-Tardenois on Chateau Thierry and east
of it. West of Fere-en-Tardenois large bivouacs still
occupied at 11 a.m. South-west of Beauvais enemy
seen retreating in direction of Gisors. East of Beauvais
cavalry advancing towards Clermont. District west and
north of Beauvais clear of the enemy/'
In the Army Orders issued at 1.15 pjn.
from Compiegne the corps were kept well informed of the
current events., and the latter Order stated that the
Second Army was to cross the Aisne that day with its
right flank moving through Soissons, and that the
IX. Corps would incline towards Chateau Thierry in
order to take the retreating enemy in flank; the III.
Corps would also make for Chateau Thierry and advance
as far as possible, sendhig on ahead cavalry with artillery,
infantry on carts, and also machine guns, to support
the IX. Corps; it was also to reconnoitre the Marne
as far as Vareddes. The IV. Corps was to advance that

